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What is a watershed anyway?  

S All land on earth is a watershed, therefore, we all live in a watershed. 

S Watersheds are often called drainage basins because they are the area of land that 

drains or catches rain or snow and directs it by a network of channels (i.e.  
     tributaries) downslope to the lowest point in the landscape, into a larger stream, an  
     inland lake, a wetland, an estuary or the ocean. 

S Large watersheds, such as the Mississippi and Columbia Rivers, are made up of 

many smaller watersheds across many states. 

S The North Santiam Watershed lies within the Willamette River Watershed.  The North 

Santiam River meets the South Santiam River, forming the Santiam River, a tributary 
of the Willamette River.   

S The North Santiam River drains approximately 766 sqare miles (approximately 

500,000 acres) of land from Mount Jefferson to the Willamette River.   

S The watershed is characterized by steep forested uplands and flat alluvial lowlands. 

S The climate includes an extended cool, rainy winter season following a warm, dry  

summer season. 

S Human population within the watershed is concentrated in several small  

     communities situated along the mainstem North Santiam River, including: Jefferson,      
     Stayton, Lyons, Mehama, Mill City, Gates, Detroit and Idanha.  

S The land and water uses in the North Santiam Watershed are diverse, including:  

      agriculture, timber, rural residential, recreation, urban and public lands. 

S The watershed is made up of approximately 36% private lands, and 64% public lands 

(most of which lie above Detroit Dam). 

S The watershed provides home to important fish species such as Chinook and  

      Steelhead.  

S The North Santiam provides drinking water to the City of Salem in addition to the   

communities within the North Santiam Watershed. 

S The watershed provides habitat to a variety of endangered and threatened species, 

has a federally protected old growth forest, has a segment of Wild and Scenic river, is 
part of the Three-Basin Rule and is listed on the federal Clean Water Act 303(d) list 
for summer water temperatures higher than the water quality standard. 
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What is a watershed council? 
S Watershed councils are locally organized, voluntary, non-regulatory groups established as a result of House 

Bill 3441 to improve the condition of the watershed in their local area.  

S A watershed council is ña voluntary local organization designated by a local government group convened by a 

county governing body to address the goal of sustaining natural resources and watershed protection and            
enhancement within a watershed.ò (from ORS 541.350) 

S Councils are a group of people who all have an interest in the sustainable management of the natural  

     resources and water conditions coming out of the watershed in which they live and do business.   

S Councils provide local people a voice in natural resource management and can significantly affect decisions in the local area. 

S Watershed councils bring together citizens with local knowledge and community ties that represent various interests of the 

watershed to implement the Oregon Plan for Salmon and Watersheds in a non-regulatory, collaborative process. 

S Oregonôs approach to natural resource management includes: partnerships, sound science, local action...results! 

What is the North Santiam Watershed Council? 

Mission :  The North Santiam Watershed Council will provide opportunities for stakeholders to 
cooperate in promoting and sustaining the health of the watershed and its communities. 
 
Values, for this and future generations:  

S Promote awareness and education about watershed issues. 

S Preserve and/or improving the water quality and quantity in the river. 

S Maintain healthy, well-functioning natural and human communities within the watershed. 

S Protect natural areas including wildlife habitat and biodiversity. 

S Recognize the social and economic benefits in protecting the health of the watershed. 

 
Summary : The North Santiam Watershed Council formed in 1995 and was recognized by the 
Marion and Linn County Commissioners in 1998.  The Council consists of a general           
membership that is open to any individual and community, business and government group 
having an interest in the watershed and that supports the mission of the Council.   A Steering         
Committee serves as the decision-making body of the organization and includes  
representatives from the diverse interests and geographic regions of the watershed.  General 
and Steering members are welcome and encouraged to participate in Council programs and 
serve on sub-committees or teams addressing the natural resource management concerns of 
the North Santiam Watershed. 



Where Are North Santiam Watershed Council Projects? 
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